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ECLA RESOLUTIONS WITH 
IMPLICATIONS FOR CDCC 
The Resolution 419 CPLEN^14)"Rationalization of the Institutional 
Structure and the Pattern of Meetings of the CEPAL System'% emerged from 
the consciousnesso00"that the increasing scope and variety of tasks en-
trusted to the CEPAL System make it necessary to rationalize still further 
its institutional machinery and procedures including its pattern of meet-
ings taking particular account of the relevant provisions of General 
Assembly Resolution 32/197 and of the resolutions and decisions of the 
Commission Itself and of its subsidiary bodies"B 
In its operative part is the decision to bring the pattern of confer-
ences and meetings of the Commission into line with the two-year budget 
programming cycle introduced by the General Assembly, Accordingly^ at the 
nineteenth session the Commission adopted a calendar of conferences"in 
which the timing of the full sessions will be in even years, the next to 
be convened in 1984,. , ^ 
Among the decisions in the operative part of the resolution, are two 
where specific mention is made of the CDCCs 
"Ci) It is recommended that at their next session^ the 
permanent sub-regional subordinate bodies of the 
Coiimission¡, that is to say, the Central American 
Economic Co-operation Committee and the Caribbean 
Development and Co-operation Committee should con-
sider the best means of adapting their general in-
stitutional functioning - including the adjustment 
of their annual sub-regional meetings - to the bien-
nial pattern established for the United Nations by 
the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council;" 
"(1) As a general rule¡, no more than five substantive 
regional conferences or meetings should be held 
each year5 including the above-rmentioned statutory 
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sessions of the Conimi^ signr,;.j5he¿.f^ statut 
of the Connnittee of the-Who'le-and"óf" CEGAN, and 
extraordinary preparatory meetings for world con«-
ferences or international years, the costs of 
: f . Í : ^ ' ¿ . i i ' ' Í • i ' . ' í ' ' ' ^ which like the costs of "the Statutory Sessions of 
the Central American Co-operation Committee and 
the Caribbean Develópraérit and' Co>^peration Committee, 
must be provided for in CEPAL's regular budget and 
approved by the General Assembly;" 
Concerning the sub-paragraphs in the, resolution quo,ted above, it would 
be recalled that the principle ofs.preparing ;the .fina of 
CDCC decisions on biennial basis was instituted at the fifth session of the 
Committee, The importance of this was clearly depicted in the Joint In-
ji»'jULj\.í,'ii'.i'í;'f\3 , V • ••/'i ''. spection Unit report on the CEPAL sub-regional Offices, There it was pointed 
s>ik:i, -íüdujaü p.A Vi.t i.-^  • • Í -i out that the timetable for the submission, examination and completion of the 
proposed programme budget for 1982-83 was»' 
- Budget instructions issued ^ ^ . . . 
- Submissions from all units located^lM^^^^I soi c Jb í c : 
from ™ H e a d q u a r t e r s - r e c e i v e i P b F ^ a i e | O I W H » ~ O D m i - . . J -
Division and, in the economic and social 
sectors, by the Programme Planning and 
Co-ordination Office (PPCO)- - 15 November 1980 
- Review of submissions-by Budget Division 
EMOíTÜJOSyií and PPCO and completion of budget text - 15 March 1981 
^SMOI'EAO'ivKü'Ü H X i W 
Budget text available to CPC and ACABQir:; 30 April 1981 
- CPC and ACABQ report to the General 
Assembly on the budget - May to July 1981 
- Consideration, revision and approval 
by the General Assembly - September to December 1981 
The JIU commented- that given that timetable the most fruitful period for 
Ministers to discuss the programme proposals would be before October of even-
numbered years, 14 months .before.beginning of the budget period, Also, that it 
is more difficult after that date for Ministers to influence what goes for-
ward although they can later decide to submit amendments to the General 
Assembly either jointly or individually. 
Taking account of the budget timetable, and also the workload on the 
Secretariat in the early months of each year deriving from preparation of 
the Annual Economic Survey, the' Committee is requested to consider the timing 
of CDCC sessions with a view that they should be timed to take place in 
October';^.^ 
The functions and Rules of Procedure of the CDCC (Chapter III, Section 
11) stipulate "the regular sessions of the Committee shall be held once a 
year". 
II 
The Resolution 440 (XIX) "Technical and-Economic Co-operation between the 
countries of the Caribbean Axea and;.the other countries of the Region" was 
stimulated by the considerations that fuller use has to be made of the economic 
potential of the integration processes and the forms of co-operation being 
worked out by the CDCC, In this context a need was seen to forge closer tech-
nical and economic co-operation links with the rest of Latin America, 
In addition to urging the intensification of efforts to identify specific 
possibilities of technical and economic co-^operation, it also requests the 
Executive Secretary in collaboration- with the Caribbean institutions charged 
with promoting coroperation and integration, to undertake studies and oper-
ational activities to promote- co-operation between the Caribbean and the rest 
of Latin America5 The three elements identified werej inter^governmental co-
1^ / The timing of past sessions were s 
First Session, Havana^ 31 October - 4 November 1975 
Second Session, Santo Domingo, 16'^ 22 March 1977 
Third Session, Belize City, 12-18 April 1978 
Fourth Session, Paramaribo, 21-27 March 1979 
Fifth Session, Kingston, 4-10 June 1980 
operation (e.g, in matters such as trade complementation), co-operation 
between the integration secretariats for information exchanges, and the 
preparation of joint mutual co-operation projects. 
In response to this resolution, ECLA has developed in collaboration 
with the CARICOM Secretariat, the outline for a study of Caribbean/Latin 
American relations. The basic objectives of this study will be: 
(a) to provide the basis on which the subject of 
Caribbean/Latin American relations will guide 
discussion and future action; 
Cb) to trace the historical background with a view 
to identifying those social, historical and 
cultural factors of relevance to a better mutual 
understanding such as: 
(1) cultural, including language, 
religion, institutional differ-r 
enees and approaches; 
Cii) ethnic origins and their sig-
nificance for extra-regional links. 
(c) to identify those economic factors capable of 
stimulating greater economic activity between 
both groups, recognizing differences in 
territorial size, levels of development and 
resource endowments; 
(d) to analyse the geo-political situation bear-
ing in mind the special features of Island 
developing States and the existence of terri-
torial disputes; 
(e) to study the history and growth of the relation-
ships between the two sub-groups as It has 
evolved since the achievement of independence 
by CARICOM States, identifying difficulties 
which have arisen in both bilateral and multi^ 
lateral relations: 
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( f ) t o s t u d y t h e e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n o f e x t r a ' - r e g i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s ( p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c , c u l t u r a l ) o f t h e 
t w o s u b - g r o u p s , i n c l u d i n g i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e r o l e 
o f L a t i n A m e r i c a n a n d / o r C a r i b b e a n S t a t e s i n t h e 
U N s y s t e m a n d i n s u c h i n t e r ^ r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
a s t h e N o n r - A l i g n e d M o v e m e n t , t h e G r o u p o f 7 7 , t h e 
A C P G r o u p a n d t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h ,and t h e i m p a c t o f 
s u c h e x t r a s - r e g i o n a l r e l a t i o n s o n t h e r e l a t i o n s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o g r o u p s ; 
( g ) to s t u d y t h e w o r k i n g s o £ r e g i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
s u c h a s E C L A , O A S , S E L A , G E P L A C E A , O L A D E i n w h i c h 
b o t h g r o u p s p a r t i c i p a t e ; 
( h ) t o r e c o m m e n d n e w s t r a t e g i e s a n d f o r m a t s f o r t h e 
e l i m i n a t i o n o f i d e n t i f i e d d i f f i c u l t i e s a n d f o r 
t h e f u r t h e r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d m a n a g e m e n t o f 
C a r i b b e a n r e l a t i o n s w i t h L a t i n A m e r i c a a t b o t h 
b i l a t e r a l a n d m u l t i l a t e r a l l e v e l s ; 
( i ) t o i d e n t i f y a r e a s o f c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y a n d m u t u a l 
i n t e r e s t t o w a r d s t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f p r o j e c t s 
w h i c h c a n b e u n d e r t a k e n b y C a r i b b e a n a n d L a t i n 
A m e r i c a n S t a t e s w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k o f E C L A 
a n d s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e C D C C a n d o t h e r r e g i o n a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s s u c h a s S E L A a n d t h e O A S . 
A r r a n g e m e n t s a r e n o w b e i n g m a d e to r e c r u i t c o n s u l t a n t s e r v i c e s f o r c a r r y -
i n g o u t t h i s s t u d y . 

